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Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement of 
September 14, 2006, applicant elects 4-20, drawn to a door seal. 
This election is made with traverse. 

In the restriction, the Examiner stated that the basis 
for the restriction was that the apparatus as claimed could be used 
to practice another process such as measuring the distance in which 
the seal must travel to contact the floor, measure the distance in 
which the plunger contacts/moves when in a closed position, adjust 
the sealing device such that sufficient contact between the sealing 
device and floor are established. None of these processes can be 
performed with the claimed apparatus. 

The claimed apparatus has no ability to measure any 
distance, including the distance in which the seal must travel to 
contact the floor or the distance with which the plunger 
contacts/moves when in a closed position. The apparatus also does 
not have the ability for adjusting the sealing device such that 
sufficient contact between the sealing device and floor is 
established. 

The claimed apparatus is able to adjust automatically if 
the gap between the lifting sealing device and the floor is smaller 



than the way the sealing device might travel. If this gap is 
bigger than the way the sealing device may travel, a small gap 
between the lower sealing device and the floor remains. This 
similar gap cannot be automatically closed with the apparatus. 

For these reasons, it is respectfully requested that the 
Restriction Requirement be withdrawn. 

Respectfully submitted, 



October 6, 2006 

Hoffman, Wasson & Gitler, P.C. 
2361 Jefferson Davis Highway 
Suite 522 

Arlington, Virginia 22202 
703.415.0100 




Attorney Docket No: A-9000 .RRR/cat 



